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THE GRADUATE RECORD
EXAMINATIONS®

Analytical Writing 2

AMALYZE AN ARGUMENT
30 minutes

You will have ) minies to plan and write a cntique of an argument presented in the form of
a shor passage. A critique of any other argument will receive a score of zero,

Analyze the line of reasoning in the argument. Be sure 1o consider what, if any, questionable
assumptions underlie the thinking and, if evidence is cited, how well it supports the conclusion.

You can also discuss what sort of evidence would strengthen or refute the argument, what
changes in the arpument would make it more logically sound. and what acdditional information
might help you better evaluate its conclusion, Nefe that your are NOT being asked 1o present
your views on the subfect.

GRE readers who are college and university faculty will read your critique and evaluate its
overall quality, based on how well you

e dentifly and analyze important features of the argument

e organize, develop, and express your critique of the argument

s support vour critique with relevant reasons and examples

s conirod the elements of standard wnitten English

Before you begin writing, vou may want to take a few minutes to evaluate the argument
and to plan a response. Because the space for writing your response is limited, use the next
page to plan your response. Be sure 1o develop your ideas fully and erganize them
coherently, bui leave time to read what you have written and make any révisions that you

think are necessary,

Essay Outline Sample [Template]

L. Introduction
A, Get the reader’s sticntion by asking a leading guestion: relay something caicing about the
subgect n & manner thad commuands alienlion. Star with a related quote, allunng
deseription, or narration,

B. Mate the thesis, the causes and effects 1o be discussed;, companson of subject X and
subject Y your position on the issae: your proposal if applicable; and the main poamts thet
will develop your argumen.

1l Body

A. First Podal, Assertion, Explanation
1. Supporting evidence [examples, facts, statistics, quoled authonises, details, reasons,
crarmphcs)

2. Supporting cvidenos

B. Second explanation
1. Suppoit
2. Sappor

C, Third explanation
I Suppoit
2 !'n-|.||'.11-|.1-r|!
[} Founh explanation (cominue o shove with adbitions] explanstions as needed )
1. Sappor
2. Sappoit
E  Your proposal (if applecable)

F. Addsess opposing viewpoints

[} Closing
o Show bow explanations (coauses ) are logical reasons producing ibe eflfects discussed: review
subject X amd subject Y reflerate your assevtion and proposition (i applicable . Recrmphasize your
thesas in @ Fresh way, showing how youar have achieved your porpose. IF you imtend o diraw 1o o
coaclusion abowt one subject over the ofher, emphasioe thal point.

A, Deal with opposing views unless done above in Section F,
B. Appead to the reader bo see how you have come 1o o logical comclusion,

C. Make a memorable final statemeni.
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The Graduate Record Examinations™ Practice General Test #3

Analvtical Writing Sample Essays with Reader Commentaries

The Analytical Writing portion of the GRE"™ General Test consists
of two writing topics, an Issue topic and an Argument topic. This
document contains the writing topics for Practice Test #3, the
scoring guides for each section, and sample responses with
commentaries for each topic.

MNote: Sample responses are reproduced exactly as written
including misspellings, wrong choice of words, typographical

and grammatical errors, etc., if any.

Analyze an Issue

Sample Issue Topic Directions

You will be given a brief quotation that states or implies an i1ssue of
eneral interest and specific instructions on how to respond to that
1ssue. Plan and compose a response in which vou develop a position

on the 1ssue according to the specific instructions. A response 1o
any other issue will receive a score of zero. Standard timing for an

Issue topic is 30 minutes.

Gre argument essay examples to use. Gre issue and argument essay examples. Argument essay gre examples pdf. Gre argument essay topics. How to write a good gre argument essay. How to write argument essay in gre.

This is not likely to be affection for a clean-up. A clean, beautiful and safe river often adds to the values of city property, leads to greater tourism and income for those who come to take advantage of the river, and a better quality of life in general for residents. Near the end, the response correctly observes that the city government should not assume
that residents want to use the river for recreation® n. Complaints about water quality and odor can come from only a few people and, even if such complaints are numerous, other completely different factors can be much more significant in reducing water use. Over the years there have been complaints from residents about the quality of the river's
water and the smell of the river. The thought is that such high respect for acoustic sports will translate into use. While it's not 2 to expect a bit of a raise, at what level do people start using the rAo? In addition, the budget is being used to clean up the Mason River, it will also be allocated in the increase of Riverside recreational facilities. One closely
linked to the polls is the 3 assumption that a cleaner prAocAAAAA oA oA oA oA oA oA oA oA o en a greater use. For example, if the 3 of water quality and aroma is caused by pollution 3 by factories along the river, this could be remedied. These questions will help the city government forecast how much to consume the use of the rAo increase and allocate
a proportional increase to the budget. The author naively assumes that the money can simply appear without 3 of 3 to sell. The current 3 of the budget should be assessed in order to determine whether this increase can be granted. Therefore, the weakness of the third assumption3n undermines the argument that the recreation of the river will be
needed?® and improvements of the river bank will be needed. The real problem is not the use of residents of the river, but their desire for a more pleasant smell and a more pleasant view. The government is trying to try appease its inhabitants, and it can be guaranteed that the role of government is to please the people. The statement assumes that
everyone in Mason City enjoys some kind of recreational activity, which may not necessarily be true. The sample may not have been representative of the residents of the city, asking only residents who live on the banks of the river. If recreational facilities already exist along the Mason River, why should the city allocate more money to fund them?
While the proposal highlights one possibility, more information is needed to justify any action. The main assumptions discussed are: that a survey can accurately predict the behavior that the cleanup of the river, by itself, will increase recreational use that state plans to clean up the river will actually take place that Mason City can afford to spend
more on riparian recreational facilities. For example, the survey may have asked residents if they prefer to use the river for water sports or if they would like to see a hydroelectric dam built, which may have induced residents to engage in water sports. For example, consider the survey rankings among Mason City residents. While a polluted and
smelly river would likely reduce water sports, a concrete connection between the lack of use of the river by residents and the current state of the river is not effectively established. However, the Mason River that flows through the city is rarely used for these activities, and the city’s parks department spends little of its budget on maintaining
recreational facilities along the river. What is the schedule for the clean-up effort? Rater’s Comment on Essay Answer Score 1 The brevity of this two-sentence answer makes it deficient. However, each profession® n does not amount to a new gym membership. There are minor errors in the score® but the word options are suitable and the sentences
vary appropriately in part 3 length. Therefore, the proposal to increase For Riverside recreational facilities cannot be justified. Paragraph 3 examines the tenuous connection 3 complaints and the limited use of the prAo for recreation? n. Test response: Score 6 While it may be true that the Mason City government should devote more money to
Riverside recreational facilities, this author's argument does not make a case for convincial increases in resources based on & 4 4 the use of the rAo. Then, the answer shifts to irrelevant matters, a defense of the City Park Department, a prediction 3 budget problems and the problem of pleasing city residents. In his vague references to causal
fallacies, the writer attempts a 2 analysis, but never refers to any unstated 3. But, the survey responses can hardly be used as indicators of actual behavior. However, the scope and validity of that survey is unclear. Regardless of whether the quality of the river can be improved or not, the author does not show an effective connection 3 water quality
and the use of the river. However, despite residents ranking water sports, the city government will be able to devote the budget to another issue. To strengthen his argument, the author will benefit from implementing a standardized survey by making a wide range of residents why they do not currently use the rAo. According to the argument, the
reason 3 people are not using the rAo Mason for water sports is due to the smell and quality of water, not because recreational facilities are unacceptable. The government must realize the long-term effects that its decision 3 not have on the monetary value of its budget. Therefore, the use of the river for water sports is sure to increase. The essay
shows that the proposal to spend more on recreational facilities Riverside relies on three questionable assumptions, namely: that the survey provides a reliable basis for budget planning 3 that the pollution 3 and smell of the river are the only reasons for its limited ed otnematraped led etnemalos res edeup on apluc aL. .0Ar le raipmil aenalp odatse le
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dadilibed al artseumed oyasne etse ,asohcepsos etnematla se n3Aicisopus adac euq rartsom 1A sosotixe njAres rolo le ranimile y auga le raipmil arap sozreufse sol euq razilitu of the city. . Phrases of support are not strong enough to support this issue. The sample essays that follow were written in response to the message that follows. Finally, Finally,
fo noitanimaxe tnaveler emos sreffo ti, laitnegnat si yasse siht fo hcum hguoht nevE 3 erocS A A A ¢ esnopseR yassE rof yratnemmoC retaR .3 fo erocs a snrae erofereht dna detimil sniamer snoitpmussa detatsnu fo noitanimaxe sti tub, raelc ylbanosaer si esnopser siht ni egaugnal eht, yrammus nl .seitilicaf lanoitaercer edisrevir ot tegdub s'raey siht ni
yenom erom etoved nosaer taht rof dluohs tnemnrevog ytic ehT .4 fo erocs a troppus ot egaugnal fo lortnoc tneiciffus syalpsid dna egasu dna rammarg ni srorre fo eerf yllareneg si esnopser sihT ... feirb ylemertxe "ylraelc si ti, hcus sA .ytiroirp pot a sa ssol thgiew dna esicrexe tsil ohw elpoep laever syadiloh retniw eht retfa detcudnoc syevrus ynaM
.yltneulf saedi syevnoc llits ti, srorre ronim niatnoc seod yasse siht hguohtlA .rekaew hcum SemoCB A "4 € A ¢ Sesruoc Flog Ro SDLEIF Reccos NAHT REHTAR A" 4 € ¢ SEITILICAF EDISREVIR DNUF OT TNEMUGRA EHT, DETNARRAWNU SEVORP NOITPMUSSA TSRIF EHT FI, SUHT .YENOM EROM DEEN SEITILICAF LANOITAERCER EHT yhw
yas ton seod tnemeugra eht, stnediser s'ytic eht yb erom desu eb lliw reviR nosaM eht taht gnimussa ni tcerroc si tnemeugra eht fo retirw eht fi neve, revewoH .esaercni yletinifed lliw strops retaw rof revir eht fo esu eht, revir eht pu snaelc etats eht fi taht semussa osla tnemetats ehT .tcejorp siht ot secruoser gnitrevid morf ytiC eht tneverp taht
srotcaf neddih eb yam ereht, elbaborp dna lacigol era detats snoitalerroc eht elihW .lacigol ton si hcihw ti ni secnetnes gnorw emos era ereht tub, lacigol ekil skool tnemetats sihT .ecnetnes tsrif eht ta seitivitca lanoitaercer etirovaf rieht sa strops retaw gnikar snoitnem tnemetats siht, tsriF .noitacude dna sloohcs ot stnemevorpmi daor morf stcejorp
yek rehto morf yawa yenom ward ot gnilliw eb ton yam ytiC eht, esnes a nI? sreip dna SKCOD FO KCAL EHT RO EGASU OT ROTCAF GNITIMIL YRAMIRP EHT YTILAUQ RETAV REVIR SI .PU-NAELC REVIR EVITCEFE TNEVERP YAM SERUTAEF CIGOLOEG NIATREC TAHT SNIALPXE 4 4 the assumptions of the arguments. The answer uses a
number of ? questions, but the unhelpful answers are always clear enough to support the points raised. If the water quality and the smell of the river are the result of problems that can be cleaned, this may be true. We just don't know. For example, paragraph 2 illustrates the vagueness of the 3 of the survey: although water sports are among the
favorite recreational activities of Mason City residents, other sports can be much more popular. This statement 3 also a cause and an erroneous result® The problem with the argument is the assumption? that if Mr. Mason were cleaned, people would use him for water sports and recreation® n. Rater's Comment for Trial Response Score 3 2 Although
this trial appears to be carefully organized, it does not follow the instructions for the assigned task. However, this author's argument is not likely to significantly persuade the city government to allocate higher funds. The survey may have had 10 pages, with 2 questions devoted to river sports. If this is so obvious, why hasn't the rAo been used? Note,
for example, the clear transitions at the beginning of paragraphs 3 and 4, as well as the logical sequence 3 the sentences of paragraphs (specifically paragraph 4). Also, if the assumptions proved unfounded, and more people did not use the rAo for recreational purposes, then a lot of money has been wasted, not only 3 the money for recreational
facilities, but also the money that is used to clean up the rAo to attract more people in the first place. As a result, the state expects water sports to increase. However, this essay does not rise to a score 3 5 because it does not consider other undeclared assumptions (for example, that the survey is Or that efforts to clean the river will have success).
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existing facilities along the River need more funding® Paragraph 1 provides reasons why the first assumption * not questionable (e.g., residents can Have the time or money needed for water sports.) "Do these acoustic sports favor a softball field or football field? A survey completed by Mason City residents concluded that residents enjoy water sports
as a form of recreation® Consequently, a clean-up of the rAo may have no impact on the use of the rAo. We can imagine the misuse of funds in the renovation 3 Riverside's facility only to see the new buildings fall into dilapidation 3 the state drags the cleanup of the river. Therefore, the answer is properly developed and organized satisfactorily to show
how ® argument depends on questionable assumptions. A Is this aA+o0A+a campaign and the plans of a campalgn promise of the state representative? Finally, the author does not consider 3 divert these additional funds. Building on the implication 3 that residents do not use the rAo because of the quality of the rAo water and the smell, the author
suggests that a cleaning of the rAo result in an increase in the use of the rAo. In short, the statement is 3 not 3 because there are some errors in it. For a more 3 understanding of the criteria for each score point, refer to the punctuation guide 3 "Analyze an argument". A Are people more interested in water sports than the recreational activities with
which they are already engaged? Mason City may have a budget surplus so that it is not necessary for cuts to other projects, and the cleaning of the river can provide other real benefits, even if it is not used more for water sports. Write a response examining the established and/or undeclared assumptions of the argument. The author is also optimistic
about the state's promise to clean up the river. A Are you willing to sacrifice the municipal golf course for better facilities? .daduic .daduic al ed onreibog led dadisecen al odnanimile ,somsim solle arap orenid sjAm njArah secnotne ,so+Aa somix3Arp sol ne sjAm njArazilitu es netsixe ay savitaercer senoicalatsni sal iS ?edisreviR spend more money on
them. In addition, careful organization ensures that each new point is built on the previous ones. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on the assumptions and what the implications are if the assumptions turn out to be unwarranted. unwarranted.

03/11/2021 - GRE Argument Essay. GRE analyze an argument task assesses your ability to understand, scan and evaluate the given arguments. AWA GRE essay on an argument must be written in around 500-600 words. You are given a passage ... 22/10/2021 - Deductive Argument. An argument begins with a statement that we believe to be true or
false, which we call the premise. Then we reason ... 23/09/2021 - So, there you have it - the four parts of an argument: claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. A claim is the main argument. A counterclaim is the opposite of ... 11/06/2019 - To show rather than tell you what makes a strong argumentative essay, we’ve provided three examples of
possible body paragraphs for an argumentative essay below. Think of these example paragraphs as taking on the form of the “Argumentative Point #1 — Evidence —> Explanation —> Repeat” process we talked through earlier. 02/12/2021 - You'll probably need to know how to analyze an argument properly at some point in your academic career.
Here, tutor Andrew P. shares his guide to success... If you’re a high school or college student or you’'re studying for your GRE, you’ll probably be expected at some point to understand, restate, comment on, or discuss an author’s position assertion (strongly stated ... GRE Argument Essay-9: "In the next mayoral election, residents of Clearview should
vote for Ann Green, who is a member of the Good Earth Coalition, rather than for Frank Braun, a member of the Clearview town council, because the current members are not protecting our environment.
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